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Answer and DRFENCER 


„ | 
Admiral MATHEWS, 
Late Commander in Chief of H1s Majzsry's 

Fleet in the Mediterranean Sea, . | 


To the Cxarce exhibited againſt him. 
ARTICLE I. 


N Anſwer to the Firſt Article of the 
Charge, I do aſſert, That there is not 
any Inſtruction of his Majeſty, or Rule 

of the Navy, which commands or directs 

Councils of War to be held ; but it is intirely 

in the Judgment and Diſcretion of the Com- 

mander in Chief, to hold ſuch Councils, or 

not, as he ſhall judge expedient, . 


1 


In the Second Article, I am charged 
with not having given proper Signals for the 
better conducting the Fleet, particularly by 
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| ie 
not appointing Night-Signals,, Fc. In An- 
fer 82 do A That I gave all 
fame Manner and Form in which I ever re- 
_ ceived any from the Flags I had ſerved under, 
and which ate contained in the Book of Sail- 
ing and Fighting-I6ftfucions, fighed ad 
delivered by me to every Flag- Officer and 
Captain under my Cmmand: Sure I am, 
that I never received any other from Sir 
Jon Like; Earl Bexteley, dr Leid Tong. 
ton; yet ] flatter my 87 that no Sea-Officer 
will object to their Ab; ities: But I mũſt take 
the Liberty to remark, that, if Mr. Leftock 
Had paid a. Aut Obedience to the Signal for 
the Line of Battle abreaſt (which was made 
in the Afternoon on the i oth of February 
1743, a8 ſoon as there was any Wind to 
command the Ships, and coritifived' our till 
ſome time after I had brought to with thy 
Diviſion ), inſtead of ſhotrenitig Sail, and 
taking in Two Reefs in his Topfails (con- 
trary to the conſtant Practice and Diſcipline 
of the Navy, as I had ſet him no Example 
for his ſo doing), no other Signal than the 
general Night-Signal would have been fouritl 
wanting. | 
It is true, that the Night-Signal for bring- 
ing to does direct the Weathermoſt Ships to 
bring to firſt; and with Propriety; more 
eſpecially in bad Weather, to prevent Ships 


from running foul of each other; but, T ap- 


prehend, 


[J 


prehend, That was not the Caſe with Mr. 
Leſtoch; for, had he and his Diviſion beeri 
in their proper Station, vig. in a Line abreaſt, 
there could have been no Ships, except thoſe 
of the Enemy, for him, or any of his Divi- 
ſion, to have tun foul of; and yet nothing 
bot this can be aſſigned as a tolerable Reaſon 
for bis having brought - to at ſo great a Di- 
ſtance aſtern and to Wind ward of me, as 1 
ſhall Ys he did. 


III. 


In Anſwer to the Third Article of the 
Charge, I do acknowledge, That Mr. Le- 
fock, and his Diviſion, were, in the Morn- 
ing of the Elevench of February, full Six 
Miles to Windward of me and my Diviſion ; 
and that Mr. Rorley was a little to Wind- 
ward, and ahead withal, but not near the 
Diſtance mentioned in che Charge: The Di- 
ſtance that Mr. Leſtocꝶ was to Windward of 
me, was little ſhort of ſo many Miles directly 
aſtern, when I made Sail after the Enemy; 
which I did not do till ſome time after Mr. 
Leflock had made Sail; although I do con- 
feſs, that I ſhould and ought to have made 
Sail ſooner, had not he and his Diviſion 
been at ſo great a Diſtance from me; which 
Diſtance was the true Cauſe why I was pre- 
vented from bringing the Combined F leet 
9 a a general Engagement, | 
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'T do abſolutely deny, That I ſent any ſuch 
Meſſage by Lieutenant Faſper, as is for forth - 
in this Third Article of the Charge ; neither 
did I make ſo much Sail, as to increaſe 
Mr. Leftock's Diſtance - from me; bur, on 
the contrary, went with an eaſy Sail, often 
Yawing my Ship to and fro, on purpoſe to 
give him and his Diviſion Time to get into 
their Station, agreeable to the different Sig- 
nals the Nature of the Service ae to 
be made. 


IV. 


To the Fourth Article of the Charge, 
my Anſwer is, That I do admit, that I made 
the Signal to engage the Combined F leet, on 
the ſaid Eleventh of Pebruary ſome time be- 
fore I did engage; and that the Fleet was 
not in a regular Line of Battle; but my Rea- 
ſon for acting in that manner was obvious 
and plain, being drove to the Neceſſity of 
it by Mr. Leſtocꝶ's extraordinary Behaviour, 

not only the Night before the Action, in not 
giving his Captain Orders (which was his 
indiſpenſable Duty to have done) to keep the 
Station which he is ſaid to have brought to 
in, viz. right aſtern of me, and at Two or 
Three Miles Diſtance; but alſo by his not 
making and continuing all the Sail he could 
the next Morning, though I made the proper 


him 


1 . 

him repeated Meſſages by Two of my Lieu- 
tenants. _ . #2 n Fin hs 148 
_ Notwithſtanding which, Mr. Leftoch, in 
his Rejoinder to my Replies, admits, That 
his Studding-Sails were hauled down for 
the Torbay to come up into her Station: Ne- 
vertheleſs I muſt aſſert, That I did not make 
the Signal for engaging, till the French edged 
away, and went from me, and the Spaniſh 
Admiral got his Main-Tack aboard, and was 
crouding to join the .French; and that I was 
fully convinced I had no Chance for bringing 
the French to Action, unleſs by making the 
Signal for engaging, and by bearing down at 
the ſame time upon the Ten Sail of, the Spa- 
nmiards, which were at ſome Diſtance from 
the French; by which means I was in hopes 
to have obliged the French Admiral to have 
lain-to, and thereby to have brought on an 
Engagement wich the Van and Centre. 


1 * "Y J 


As to the Fifch Article of the Charge, 
J do acknowledge, That the 19th Article 
of the Fighting Inſtructions does direct the 
Fleet to ſreer and engage in the Manner 
ſet forth in the Charge; and I take the Li- 
berty to affirm, That I did ſtrictly comply 
with that Direction, as long as it was in 
my Power; but the French Squadron bein 

all clean, and the Fleet under my 9 
8 dul, 


iS, 

foul, 1880 not poſſibly keep 1 with them, 
without crouding Sail, and thereby increaſin 
the Diſtance from the Vice-Adaiital (whic 
Iam charged with having done too much, as 
it was); 1 ſay, this was evident to the whole 
Fleet, by the French Admiral, who com- 
manded in Chief, going from me with his 
Three Topſails, ſometimes laying his Mizen 
Tapfail aback : I therefore judged it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to act in the Manner ſet forth 
in my Anſwer to the Fourth Article of the 
Charge; and I muſt continue to infiſt, that 
Vi —— Leftock's great Diſtance in the 
Morning was the ſole Cauſe of my bei 
forced to the Neceſſity of acting as I di 
judging it abſolutely neceſſary for his Maje: 
ſty's-Service, to come to an Engagement 
with any Part of the'Fleot'1 could ' come' at 
though in never fo irregular a Manner, Fre 
hopes of weakening them, before the June 
ction of the Breſ Squadron took place, which 
was, by all my Intelligences, hourly expect- 
ed. I thereby thought to have had a better 
Chance of Belag from inevitable Deſtruction, 
ſo great a Part of his Majeſty's Zu at 
that time under my Commit And I ta 


ke 


Leave to affirm, though I did not ſucceed 
to the Extent of my w ithes and Endeavours ; 
yet the Succeſs we had, ſeparated the T'wo 
Squadrons, ſo that they have never acted 
ſince in Conjunctjon; ; Which would not have 


heen the Cale, had I lain-to, and 'waited of 
8 


2 
Mr. Leflock's joining me, as has been made 
appear to a Demonſtration, by Mr, Leftock's 
never getting up with the Real, 


"MI, 


With reſpect to the Sixth Article of the 
Charge, I muſt confeſs, That I do not com- 
prehend how my bearing down upon the Spa- 
ni/h Admiral occaſioned all the Ships from 
the Princeſs Caroline ahead of me, to the 
Dunkirk aſtern of me, to fire at the Spaniſh 
Squadron, otherwiſe than that the Ships aſtern 
in the Rear-Admiral's Diviſion fired at them, 
after they had, by crouding, ſhot ahead of 
the Five Sail of my Diviſion, which were 
ahead of me; for, had the Five Sail of Sa- 
niards, which were ahead, continued in a 
connected Line with their Admiral, as did 
the Two Ships ahead, and his Second aſtern, 
my Five Ships would have been ſufficient, 
without the Aſſiſtance of any of the Rear- 
Admiral's Diviſion, as e appears by my 
Line of Battle ; therefore I cannot conceive 
for what end the Berwick, Kingſton, Saliſ- 
_ bury, and Guernſey, are mentioned in the ſaid 

Article, there being no Spaniſh Ship for them 
to have engaged, except thoſe Ships men- 
tioned before, in this Article of my Anſwer, 
to have crouded Sail ahead, and left their 
Admiral, in order to keep up with the French. 
As to the Namur, = the Ships. * of 

T, 
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her, attacking the Spani/h Admiral, and the 
Six Sail aſtern of him, I have given my Rea- 
| ſon in my Anſwer to the Fourth Article of 
the Charge, and muſt ſtill inſiſt, that it was 
Vice-Admiral Leftock's Diſtance from me the 
11th in the Morning, which. drove me to the 
Neceſſity of taking that Step. 


In regard to the Seventh Article of the 
Charge, I do admit, That, after engaging 
the Spaniſh Admiral, . I did ſhoot ahead, but 
not in the Manner ſet forth in the Charge; 
for I did not do it till the Marlborough ob- 
liged me, in order to prevent her coming on 
board me, which (conſidering the great Swell) 
might have proved fatal to us both. When 
I had ſo ſhot ahead, I ſaw ſome of the Van 
were engaged, found my Mainmaſt and Bow- 
528 were ſhot through, all Three Topmaſts 

amaged, the Mizen Topmaſt unſerviceable, 
Main and Mizen Yards wounded in Three 
Places, and many Shrouds ſhot, as well as 
the Running Rigging ; I therefore, judged it 

roper to put my Ship in a Condition to make 
Sail ahead, had the Engagement become ge- 
neral, and to have left the Seven Sail of 
Spaniards to Vice-Admiral Leftock's Manage- 
ment ; conceiving that the Admiral, co! 
manding in Chief, is not tied down to conti- 
nue 1n any particular Station, but mg Peer 


1 
his Situation, as he judges moſt prudent for 
the Good of the Service: If I erred in Judg- 
ment, I am ſorry for it; but I conceive I 
did not; for, had the Engagement become 
general in the Van, it would have been highly 
imprudent in me not to have gone with ſome 
of the Ships of my Diviſion, which were 
aſtern of me, to the Aſſiſtance of the Van, 
eſpecially as I could not be a Stranger to the 
Enemy's great Superiority to our Van, and 
thoſe Ships of my Diviſion which were ahead 
of me: Had I acted fo imprudently, I ſhould 
have been told there were Ships aſtern of ſuf- 
ficient Force for the Seven Sail of Spaniards, 
and ſhould have been deſervedly cenfured for 
not going to the Aſſiſtance of the Van. 
1 did ſee the Mar/brrough's Maſts were 
gone by the Board, and (though ſhe did 
not make the Signal agreeable to the. 22d 
Article of the Fighting Inſtructions) I. or- 
dered the Dor/etſhire to go between her and 
the Spani/h Admiral (whoſe Second aſtern, 
the He had drove out of her Station, 
and had quitted her); and the Dor ſetſbire, 
in conſequence of my Orders, did aſſiſt the 
Marlborough, by engaging the Real, until 
ſhe bore away; and afterwards I did give the 
Marlborough all the Aſſiſtance that could be 
given to her, conſidering it was Night, and 
there was a very great Weſtern Swell. 


an 
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Rb Sen” 5 
The Matters contained in the Eighth 
Article of the Charge are ſo complicated and 
inter woven, that it is not eaſy to frame a di- 
ſtinct and regular Anſwer thereto; but with 
* Hom to the Facts therein ſtated, it is to be 
obſerved, That although in that Article it is 
ſaid, That there were no more than Five 
Ships of the Spaniſh Squadron, in the Rear 
of the Combined Fleet, that did engage with- 
in Gun- ſhot, yet it is notorious that there 
were Ten; the Ship mentioned to have loſt 
her Mainmaſt, and ſtruck to the Beruick, 
was the Ninth; and the Neptune (which 
Ship was engaged by the Somerſet and Prin- 
ceſſs) was the Tenth. I confeſs, it is paſt 
my Underſtanding to know what is meant by 
What follows; vi. And the ſaid Thomas 
e Mathews had it in his Power to order and 
« diſpoſe of his Majeſty's Ships Berwick, 
t Kingſton, Salisbury, Guernſey, ' Bedford, 
Dragon, Somerſet, Princeſſa, Norfolk, 
e Namur, oo _ Eſſex, Rupert, and 
* Royal Oak, for the immediate Deſtruction 
* of the ſaid Five Ships, and to endeavourta 
** take, fire, kill, and endamage, &c.” But I 
cannot help obſerving, that Care is taken not 
to mention any one Ship in Mr. Leflock's Di- 
viſion, though it will be proved he had it in 
his Power to have engaged Five of the ſaid Ten | 
Sail of the Spaniards; and that he did com- 
plain to me againſt the Conduct of the Com- 3 
Re manders 


[ 13 ] 
manders of the Two headmoſt Ships of his 
Diviſion, via. the Cambridge and Dunkirk, as 
appears in the following Paſſage, in his an- 
ſwers to my Queries, vi. Thoſe of my 
« Diviſion, that were ahead of me, were the 
% Dunkirkand Cambridge, both which could 
cc have made more Sail, but they kept far 
e to Windward of their Situation, particu- 
ce larly the Dunkirk; and, tho' there was 
« litte Wind with a Swell, yet, as they 
© ſailed well, it was my Opinion, that they 
*©, might have ſtopped thoſe Four Ships of 
* the Enemy, until me and my Diviſion got 
<«< up.” And yet, notwithſtanding he was 
of that Opinion, he never gave them Orders 
to make Sail to engage, fire, kill, and en- 
damage the Enemy, &c. tho' he full well 
knew, that the Eſſex, Rupert, and Oak, 
were not of ſufficient Force to ſtop the Five 
ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy from coming 
up to the Aſſiſtance of their Admiral; one 
of thoſe Five Ships, namely the /abe/la, be- 
ing, of herſelf, near a Match for the Royal 

Oak and Rupert. wn e eee 
I do abſolutely deny, That I connived at 
the notorious Breach of Duty in any of the 


= Captains ; for, in my Situation, -I could not 


pretend to judge, whether the Eſſex, Rupert, 
and Royal Oak, were within Pointblank Shot, 
nor do I believe any other Perſon, except 
thoſe that were near, and in a Line with 
them, could diſtinguiſn whether they were 
ſo, or not; and, as to the Dorſerſbire, (by 
wn y 
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(by the Sentence lately paſſed on the Tryal 
of her Captain) is determined to have been 
within extreme Pointblank during the greateſt 
Part of the Engagement; and, conſequently, 
zs abſolutely out of the Queſtion: And 
do aſſert, That I did not, during the Engage- 
ment, know, or was made acquainted, either 
from my own Obſervation, or otherwiſe, of 
the Behaviour of the Captains of thoſe Ships. 
If Vice-Admiral Leftock did (as has been 
declared in this Tryal by Chapman, then Ma- 
ſter of the Neptune) ſee, and obſerve to him, 
the ill Conduct of the Commanders of thoſe 
Ships, ſurely it was his indiſpenſable Duty 
to have taken notice of them, as well as he 
did, at that very Juncture of Time, of the 
Behaviour of the Commanders of his Maje-' 
ſty's Ships Dunkirk and Cambridge: And, 
had he thought proper (as it was his Duty 
to have done) to have made his Complaint 
to me, againſt the Captain of my Diviſion, 
as he did againſt Captain Drummond and Cap- 
tain Purvis, T ſhould have brought them to 
a Court-Martial, as well as I did thoſe Two' 
Gentlemen: If I had not, I ſhould,” with 
Juſtice, have been charged with conniving 
at their notorious ill Conduct, as is ſet 
forth in the Charge: It is true, Lieutenant 
Palliſer has charged me with having told 
him in Converſation, that T did, in the Time 
of the Engagement, take notice of his Cap- 
tain's ill Conduct; which Fact T poſitively 
deny to be true: And here the Court will 
770 | permit 


Fas] 
permit me to obſerve, that the ſame Conver- 
ſation has been related to the Court Three 
different Ways; but I muſt preſume, that 
my ſending for Captain Norris the next 
Day, and detaching him to burn the Podere, 
will convince the Court, that I was not then 
appriſed of his Misbehaviour; for it can 
never be thought, that I would, the very 
next Day, favourably have diſtinguiſhed a 
Commander, whoſe ill Conduct I had fo. 
lately taken notice ff. 


1 of 


In Anſwer to the Ninth Article of the 
Charge, I do affirm, That I made the Sig- 
nal for ſpeaking with Captain Mackey very 
early the 11th.in the Morning; and that I 
gave him myſelf, by Nine of the Clock that. 
Morning, all the neceſſary and proper Or- 
ders, and a private Signal when I would 
have him bear down; and, after I had made 
that Signal, he not readily complying with 
it, I ſent my Officer twice, with Orders to 
him to go down, Captain Mackey is dead, 
and I had the Misfortune to loſe ( by a Shot 
taking away the Bittacle) the Paper on which 
all Orders given, and Signals made on the 
Day of Action, were then immediately wrote 
down; therefore I ſhall only repeat, That 
I did give Captain Mackey. all the neceſſary 
Orders, and in time, agreeable to my. Duty: 
His not putting them in Execution. cannot, 


4 f with 


[16] 
with the leaſt Shew of Juſtice, be laid to my 
Charge: As ſoon as J perceived his Neglect, 
1 — away, myſelf, and ſent Orders to 
Captain Burriſh to cover her ( being by that 
Fron convinced in my Opinion, that the 

rench would not bring on an Engagement, 
pecially as it was fo near Night); and 
ane were the only Means in my Power to 
uſe, in order to protect her; but. the Fire- 
ſhip blew up, -when I was very near, if not 
quite, within Muſket-ſhot of her, and a lit- 
tle before my Orders reached the Dorſetſbire; 
As to the Fireſhip's Priming all the Way 
ſhe v went amp, the ed will be = proved. 


* 15 U the Tenth Article of 1 — 0 ; 

Anſwer i is, That I had bore down, as is/ſet 

forth in the preceding Article of my An- 
ſwer, with a Defign to cover the Fireſhip; 
and, in caſe ſhe was, ſpent without doing 
Execution, to have attack'd the Real again: 
But, as it was almoſt dark, and as the Van 
and Centre of the Enemy had tacked, and 
our Van after them, both ſtanding towards, 
me on the contrary Tack to the Line of 
Battle, common Prudence made it neceſſary 
for me to wear, in order to prevent putting 
the Fleet into Confuſion; which muſt inevi- 
tably have been the Caſe, had mine and the 
Rear Diviſion continued any longer on the 


Larbourd-Tack z more h as hore. 
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L 
waer that kme bur little Wind, and, $ 
Woſtern r PRs EEE 
8 I made the $1 cavi de, to 
provent! a Sepatatin of the leet ; and tid, | 
after I had wore, renew the Signal for the 
Line of Battle ahead, and jogged on with an 
eaſy Sail, and was ſoon after engaged wich 
the Five ſternmoſt Span % Ships ; but 1 po- 
ſitively deny, that we crouded mee 
from the great Superiority of the Egemy, / a5 
is falſiy and malitiouſiy ſet forth in the 
| Charge. And as to the Spaniſh Sixty-gun 
2 tlie Podere (taken by his Majeſty's Ship 
wicl) being quitted and deft to be re- 
— by the Enemy, it was unavoidable, as 
ſhe was totally diſabled, and there was nei- 
_ ther: Time or Wind to have taken her in 
Tow, and have joined the Van or Centre 
with her. Beſides, it would have been hd 
imprudent for Rear-Admiral Rowley,' co 
defing the Situation the Van Was in at that 
time, and ſo near Night, to have riſqued 
che bringing on an Engagement for the lake 
of / endeavouring to bring off the Podere; 
rs have done, without bear- 
Two Miles to Leeward 
—— 4 fy him to havę dane that 
withourSignal, -would have made him highly 
criminal; as by the Twenty>fifft Article of 
ache Fighting Inſtructions it Þ directed, That 
none of the Ships in the Fleet ſhall pur 
any ſmall; Number of the Enemy's 5 
till E22 * And,” 


Ws. u 
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as Siebte Anſwer to ſo much of the 
Charpe a gainſt me as relates to ihe Poderes 
being left io be retaken by the Enemy, I do 
Btiyely affirm,” That 1 did not know or 
thr of the Poderes having been talen by 
His" Majeſty's Fleet in the Engagement, ail 
the next Morning aſterwardſs. 

As to my running from the Enem — 
Manner r ſuggeſted/in'this Tenth Artieſe of the | 
aſt me, I muſt aſſert again, that it 
* void of all Truth: Prudence obliged me, 
for many Reaſons, to jog on under an eaſy 
Sall; partioiturly, in order to collect the 
rm Non to prevent a Separation; which 
a Duty 0d, Beſides, I knew not 
FA Conditben of the Van, nor of ſome of 
'the beadmoſt Ships ef my own Diviſion 
(fone of whom had been engaged); and, as 
my own Ship was greatly iabled, as has 
been before-mention'd, and, after the Action 
was over, her Main-maſt was ſupported by 


W 


dent for me to have acted other- 
þ tha did; eſpecially, as there was 
3757 firtte' Wind; and a great Weſtern Swell, 
and the Fleet hot properly collected. The 


Condition my Ship was in made me judge 


it niche to quit her, and go on board the 
| Ruſſell ;- which'I did accordingly about Eight 
"that Night. I chen thought it — ä 


455 e ee 3 


One Pair — it! wauld have | 
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de ard — that they did not 
be in a 
it was not neceſlary for them to form one, till 
they were joined by the. Frencb, who lay- to i in 


Ai Sd 88 


bh [-29; | ] 


' Towlonc As for my · plyi ta Windward ta 
avoid the Enemy, as my in. the 
Charge; Lutterly deny it) There e 


Weſtern Swell, ind-little Wind, a8 be 
fore mentioned, and that ſo Variable, 
we could not command We Ships. to, prevegs 
their going about. When my 9 
about, I made the Signal cl, pt 
Confuſion, and a Separation of the Fleet. 
I do allow, chat L; did not fend any, Ship 
to obſerve the Enemy s Motions the 11th. d 
February at Night, judgin 08 it would have 
been harardous, nat only for the ſoregoing 
Reaſons, but alſo; as the Enemy s Ships weep 
clean, And ourb foul; if I had. detached any, 
Ship on that Service, e ee been 
_ without a P oſſibility of m prevent 
ing it, as I did not think it | 
follow them, for the many Reaſons I hae 
5 already given. | ern! . 344 28 as 5 al apt 4 +440) 
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— t mood: the Eleventh Arti- 
de ef the Charge, L de pers 6 That 


moſt — were, on the 12th 
of February Hay ne oe Lead of 
regular Line. But I muſt obſerve,. that 


a Line by the Podere till we got within Four 

or Five Miles of her; And When they ſaw 

a Ship detached from me ſtand for her 
'D2 (which 


A 


French Deep randy. —— Spa 
mara? 1 at that time, nhrar Four 
Buda deny, chat faw 
any more — eaten and thoſe 
were the Podere; arid (as I believe) the Neal; 
which last, 1 imagine; the Hſabeilu had 1 
Tow Bur 1: afftirm\'that ſhe was, when I 
left off Chace, full Three Leagues Diſtance, 
tho the French were not above Fivecor Six 
N Ge H emp a Sl G 
3 or my diſabled Ships weren at tlie | 
— on the:1 ath of February 
| nbc was about halfipaſt Five), — 
did not get up with fur till it was Night: 
24 fimdiag I: had! gained: very little upon 
1 „during Whole Day, ,occa- 
4580 57 the Foulneſs of out Ships, and that 
ex of. them Wr r 
all their Sails, till they had ſ 
[= ; Yards, and Ring (tho' a very mo- 
_ ' Gale of Wind), therefore. brought- 
git of much greater Conſequence 
0 fie 5 jeſty's Service to return to the 
2 | Coaſts f — Traly, than to purſue 
One diſabled. Ship, then at ſuch d Diſtance 
from me, às to make it very doubtful 'whe- 
Ker could have got up with her had I con- 
tinted” the Chace, for the Reaſons already 
N gen And, as for bringing on a general 
gagement, by continuing the Chace, I 
| — — Experience, fully convinced to the 
aa: 78 55 as an nne would not 


engage 


[52 
Ser the-Day before, whentheyablalumly, 
2 it in their Power, but, on, the ather- 
hand, did all they could to avoid it, even.at 
the .coagifet; Riſque: of loctißeing Ten- Bal 
of the'Spanzards ; and as they would -ngt 
engage our Van, ben they * have done 
ſo with ſome tolerable Shew of Advantage 3 
I -fay; all theſe Things * it is not 
reaſonable to belieye, that they would have 
waited for me. And, by all the Intelli 
gences I had received, not only from Eng- 
land, but alſo from 5 
it was conſidently ſaid, That the Breſt Squa- 
dron was coming: to the Mediterrangam ; 
and I knew for certain the Day they put to 
Sea. Had they come to the Med:terraneat, 
and His Majeſty's Fleet been ſeparated, it is 
very obvious what would have been the Con- 
ſequence of the Separation. And muſt.fur- 
ther obſerve, That: I had received Intelli · 
gence, from His Majeſty's Miniſter reſiding 
then at Paris, tranſmitted to me by His 
Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, and from ſe- 
vetal others (improper to be named) that at 
| Preparations: were making in Spain and 
France for a large Embarkation of Troops, 
. 3 ame Leh 00d | 
Streighes, in order to n fad Em- 
barkation ; without which they had no 
Hopes of Sade And I muſt here, in par- 
. ticular, ig m the — 
lud W- 45509 3 
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Is was eſteeimed of ſuch great Conſeque 
Common Caule, that it was the prin 
given to me, in Command from His 


; wothe-Daſtructiog ot Led Enemy's' 
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A to tlie Twelfth Article- either 1 
1 do admit, that I detached che Er h. 
Orders to burn the Podere; but cannot ap- 
end, that it was my 1 
ſerved her, by  oideving a "Frigate to carry 
ber to Minor. Had? it been ſaid, Tat l it 
was more conſiſtent with my private Intereſt 
te have done ſo, it had been true; but the 
Peet was too ill manned, and too bare of 
Stores, to have preferred my own, or any 
7 rivate Fa ws to that of the Service; 3 
which I ſu is what is meant by ſ 1 
That it was my ver to have proved er.” ' 
be [FT tf! | v3 
771 e 1 | f Xu. N 717 I = "3" 76 ei 
Awo 1 
An regard to the Thirteenth Article of ty 
Ido acknowledge; That Vice-Ads 
miral. Leftock- did, on the 1 3thof February, | | 
make the Signal for ſeeing ſeveral a 2 — 
but the exact Number 1 cannot now. . 
my Memory with. 1 
did thereup make the roper Signs 
for the Vice-A miral to ſend ſome Ships of 
his Diviſion to chaſe. For what Reaſon the 
Definition and Meaning of that Signal, in 


the Fighting Inſtructions, is ſet forth in the 
Charge, 


- * 


L 23 
Charge I am, at a Loſs to gueſs: For my 
part, 1, confeſs, that I d not apprehend, 
that the Signal I order'd to be ma * could, 
in out - Situation, de taken in any other 
Senſe than for him to ſend Ships of his Di- 
vifion to chaſe; which Was the Parpoſ * 
1 Mo Lehe did gain upon. th 
er ock did gain. em; 
2 Ido affir Jr that no Perſon e Ship, 
to edge, did then ſee them, 7 5 
7 our CR Thad, But Ni e they 
had been ſeen, from my vet 
ſhould not have * "hem, for the Bre- 
ſons already given. 1 
I was in hopes to haue let Wa 
Bay, or the Coaſt of Laß; but the Wind 
would not permit me... I therefore judged it 
proper to Took 3 into the Bay of Roſes 5m 
Lining that ſome of the Enemy's Ships migh 
have put in there; and hoping alſo, by ſhew- 
ing myſelf on the Coaſt, to alarm and inti- 
midate the Enemy from carrying on their 
intended Embarkations for Tay. I have 
the Pleaſure to affirm, that this Part of my 
Conduct fully anſwered my Hopes, and 
thereby ſaved Taly: Which was of much 
Le Conſequence to the Common Cauſe 
1750 taking . which was all that 
the moſt Sanguine could reaſonably pa 
from token e the e 5 
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containir 2 a Repetition of the 
ſeveral] Matters — — Articles, 


and the latter onl me of Breaches 
of Duty in general, 
ne in —— che — -is, I hope, fully 

anſwered, by what I have herein before 
offered in my Defence: And as to the latter, 
Jean only fay, That I am not conſcious of 


Having been gullty of any Breach! of my 


Duty, as Commander in Chief of His Ma- 
— 4] Fleet in the Mediterranean, or of 
Img been the principal, or any Part of the 
Cause of the e of his ne 
ſaid Fleet. 
0 1 ſhall not now trouble the Coogyaich 
any Obſervations on the Evidence 
At has been offered in Support of the 
Charge againſt me, but proceed to call my 
Witneſſes in my Defence; and, when their 
Examinations are gone through, I ſhall-beg 
Leave to make fuck Remarks on the Whole, 


ſpecifying any 


as ſhall a . neceſſary; and then 


dont doubt but the Juſtice of this Coutt 
will induce them to think and determine, 
Tbat the Charge is not ſupported; and that 
a not deſerve any Part of the Cenſure 
thereby attempted to be brought upon m 
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